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Plywood
Knowing about plywood can save you money and may
mean the difference between a successful project and
one that fails. For example, you don’t need to buy an
expensive piece of plywood that’s perfect on both sides if
only one side will ever be seen. Similarly, there’s no
sense in paying for 5⁄8-inch thickness when 1⁄4-inch
plywood is really all you need. Plywood also comes with
different glues, different veneers, and different degrees
of finish. By knowing these characteristics you may be
able to save money as well as do a better job.

Plywood is often better than lumber for some jobs. It
is strong, lightweight, and rigid. Its high impact
resistance means that plywood doesn’t split, chip, crack
all the way through, or crumble; the cross-laminated
construction restricts expansion and contraction within
the individual plies. Moreover, you never get “green”
wood with plywood. Plywood is available at home
centers, hardware stores, and lumberyards.

When you buy a sheet of plywood, you know exactly
what size you’re getting. A 4�8-foot sheet of 3⁄4-inch

Dressed Dimensions
(inches)

2�2 11⁄2�11⁄2
2�4 11⁄2�31⁄2
2�6 11⁄2�51⁄2
2�8 11⁄2�71⁄4
2�10 11⁄2�91⁄4
2�12 11⁄2�111⁄4
4�4 31⁄2�31⁄2

Dressed Dimensions
(inches)

1�6 3⁄4�51⁄2
1�8 3⁄4�71⁄4
1�10 3⁄4�91⁄4

Nominal Size

Nominal Size

One-by (1�) lumber is called boards:

Two-by (2�) and four-by (4�) lumber is called
dimension lumber:

PLYWOOD GRADES
Interior
Grade

A-A A A D Cabinet doors, built-ins, and furniture where both sides show.

A-B A B D Alternate for A-A. Face is finish grade; back is solid and 
smooth.

A-D A D D Finish grade face for paneling, built-ins, and backing.

B-D B D D Utility grade. One paintable side. For backing, cabinet sides, 
etc.

C-D C D D Sheathing and structural uses such as temporary enclosures, 
subfloor. Unsanded. 

Underlayment C- D C,D For underlayment or combination subfloor-underlayment 
Plugged under tile and carpeting.

Exterior 
Grade

A-A A A C Outdoors, where appearance of both sides is important.

A-B A B C Alternate for A-A, where appearance of one side is less 
important. Face is finish grade.

A-C A C C Soffits, fences, base for coatings.

B-C B C C For utility uses such as farm buildings, some kinds of fences, 
base for coatings.

C-C C- C C Excellent base for tile, backing for wall coverings, high-
(Plugged) Plugged performance coatings.

C-C C C C Unsanded, for backing and rough construction exposed to 
weather.

Face Back Inner Plies Common Uses 

Face Back Inner Plies Common Uses 
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